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ALEXANDER THE GREAT: 
'LAST OF THE ACHAEMENIDS'? 

Robin Lane Fox 



Introduction 

'The last of the Achaemenids' is an arresting phrase to apply to Alexander, 
their Macedonian conqueror. It was first applied to him, with due caution, 
by Pierre Briant in 1979. 'Premier dune longue lignee des rois hellenistiques? 
Certes! Mais je crois qu'au regard de l'histoire du Proche et du Moyen-Orient 
du ler millenaire, Alexandre peut etre considere aussi comme "le dernier des 
Achemenides".' 1 By 1996, the phrase had become part of the conclusion to 
his great history of the Persian Empire, at least with a territorial emphasis. 
As the last king to rule from Egypt to India, 'from the point of view of Near 
Eastern imperial geopolitics, Alexander was indeed "the last of the Achae- 
menids" '} 1 wish, here, to play further with the phrase and use it as a spring- 
board towards Alexander's aims and impact. 

Eight years after capturing the Persian king's family, Alexander did marry 
two royal Persian brides, one from each side of the recent Achaemenid line. 
As he died childless by them, he was, in a genealogical sense, 'the last' in 
those family-trees. The phrase also fits quite well into parallel tendencies in 
studies of Alexander and die Successors. It seems to minimize him, as if he 
changed very litde, except for all the bloodshed which moralists now deplore. 
A minimized Alexander suits those who wish to emphasize his Successors 
instead, rulers who (on this view) were die real city-founders and even the real 
multi-culturalists in contrast to a hasty and (supposedly) chaotic Alexander. 
As the 'iasr of die Achaemenids' Alexander is the final chapter in die 'long 
imperial age' of the Persians, whereas the hellenistic age marks a new start. He 
: even be icept our of purely Greek history. This sort of suggestion goes back 
^eorge Grote but is exemplified by P.M. Fraser's recent study of Alexander s 
jAfter chapters of brilliant hellenistic scholarship Fraser (a purist on such 
lestions) concludes that Alexander was primarily a Macedonian. He 
"■ ^ool' towards 'die Greeks' (with die implication, for Fraser, 
[imsdfj and was nor aphilhellcnc bur an 'anti-Hellene. ' 
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